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 Go Looking for Lincoln at the Illinois State Fair!! 
    Lincoln and Douglas to appear August 15 &16 

 
 
Springfield….  This year, the Illinois State Fair is paying tribute to the most admired 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÂÙ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ Ȱ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȱ ÔÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
communities and historic sites that make up the new Abraham Lincoln National Heritage 
!ÒÅÁȢ   4ÈÅÙ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ &ÁÉÒ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÇÏ Ȱ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȱ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
Fair has to offer. 
 
 Ȱ$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎ "ÉÃÅÎÔÅÎÎÉÁÌ ÙÅÁÒȟ ×Å ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ÈÏÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȟ 
right where we would have found him, at the Illinois State Fair, were he living today.  After 
all, he established the US Department of Agriculture and would have been amazed to see 
the tremendous progress in the ag industry that is so well represented at the Fair.  As a 
storyteller and a politician, this would be the place to be for Mr. Lincoln, then and now.  So, 
ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÆÁÉÒÇÏÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÈÉÍȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ $ÏÕÇÌÁÓȟ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄȦȱ offered Hal Smith, 
Director of the Heritage Area. 
 
Ȱ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎ ÁÎÄ $ÏÕÇÌÁÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÎÅ× ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ battle at the Illinois State Fairgrounds on 
Saturday and Sunday the 15th and 16th.   Re-enactors portraying Lincoln and Douglas will 
appear at the Lincoln Stage at 2 PM the 15th and on the bandstand at the Ethnic Village at 2 
PM the 16th.   We invite everyone at the Fair to come watch these 2 political titans,  
reminisce about their time in Illinois and national politics, while offering some levity about 
ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÔÏÄÁÙȢȱ ÁÄÄÅÄ 3ÍÉÔÈȢ 
 
 
Ȱ7Å ÈÏÐÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÏÐ ÂÙ ÏÕÒ ÔÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎ legacy from the 
perspective of 15 different communities who will help man the tent.  We want kids to come 
ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ Ȱ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎ 3ÔÏÒÙ 4ÒÁÉÌȱ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ )ÌÌÉÎÏÉÓ 3ÔÁÔÅ &ÁÉÒȦ  )Æ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÉÎÄ and take 
rubbings from all 5 LFL storyboards scattered across the Fairgrounds, they will receive 
half-ÏÆÆ ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ -ÕÓÅÕÍ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ !ÕÇÕÓÔȦȱ said Smith 
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There will be a Looking for Lincoln Tent near Gate 2 that will daily be manned by communities and 

historic sites from across the Heritage Area, telling their unique Lincoln connection and inviting 

visitors to see their communities to experience ÔÈÅÉÒ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ.  Some will bring 

re-enactors in period costume to help demonstrate life on the prairie at that time.  The tent will 

include the following: 

¶ The Civil War in Four Minutes from the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum 
¶ ! ÐÈÏÔÏ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȭÓ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ Á ÄÒÁÐÅ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÆÁÃÅÓ 

¶ A Lincoln Douglas display Exhibit 
¶ Looking for Lincoln site information 
¶ Wayside  Exhibits scattered across the Fairgrounds as part of the Looking for 

Lincoln Story Trail 
¶ Take rubbings from the 5 waysides and get half-off admission to The Presidential 

Museum in August 
¶ Lincoln and Douglas in the tent on the 15th and 16th for pictures 
¶ Lincoln-related information from each of the communities across the Heritage Area 

 
 Communities involved: 

14th-Jacksonville and Champaign County 

15th-Pike County and Freeport 

16th-Freeport 

17th-,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȭÓ .Å× 3ÁÌÅÍ and the Old State Capitol- with Chris Vallillo playing Lincoln era music 

18th-Lincoln 

19th-Petersburg and Shelby County 

20th-Clinton and Danville 

21st- Pontiac , Delevan and Quincy 

22nd- Bloomington 

23rd-Looking for Lincoln 

# # # 


