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   Smith House Joins “Looking for Lincoln Story Trail” 
            Laura Marks added to LFL Board  
 
JacksonvilleɂSaturday marks a day when Jacksonville doubles their contribution to the 
Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition.  At dedication ceremonies set for the Smith House, a 
ÎÅ× ×ÁÙÓÉÄÅ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÎÖÅÉÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ *ÁÃËÓÏÎÖÉÌÌÅȭÓ Ï×Î ,ÁÕÒÁ -ÁÒËÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
introduced as the LFL HeritÁÇÅ #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÎÅ×ÅÓÔ "ÏÁÒÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȢ 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ $ÁÖÉÄ !Ȣ 3ÍÉÔÈ (ÏÕÓÅ ×ÁÙÓÉÄÅ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ those 
who travel the Voices of Jacksonville Tour, now a part of the greater ȬLooking for Lincoln 
Story Trail,ȭ across 42 central Illinois counties that comprise the Abraham Lincoln National 
Heritage Area,ȱ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ (ÁÌ 3ÍÉÔÈȟ ,&, $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȢ   
 
Ȱ*ÁÃËÓÏÎÖÉÌÌÅȭÓ ÒÅÍÁÒËÁÂÌÅ Illinois history with its connection to Lincoln, its longstanding  
ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ commitment to celebrating and interpreting its 
heritage and culture, make it a compelling place for visitors looking for rich historic travel 
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓȟȱ ÁÄÄÅÄ 3ÍÉÔÈȢ 
 
Ȱ*ÁÃËÓÏÎÖÉÌÌÅȭÓ numerous Lincoln friendships, including Attorney David Smith, Governors 
Duncan and Yates, General Grierson, James Jaquess , Newton Bateman and others, coupled 
×ÉÔÈ *ÁÃËÓÏÎÖÉÌÌÅȭÓ significant participation in the Underground Railroad, make this a place 
visitors will explore in even greater numbers in the future.   We envision travelers coming 
from Lincoln sites in neighboring Springfield, to explore what we call the Western Loop of 
the ȬLooking for Lincoln Story Trailȟȭ including places like Jacksonville, Pittsfield, Quincy 
and Nauvoo, all part of a Story Trail with 210 wayside exhibits in 50  communities 
throughout central Illinoisȱ  ÁÄÄÅÄ 3ÍÉÔÈȢ 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ,&, "ÏÁÒÄ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ addition of Laura Marks as its newest 
member.  She brings a wealth of experience and a strong heritage commitment, evident in 
her Jacksonville efforts, to our organization.  We welcome her passion and vision to the 
×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÏÕÒ "ÏÁÒÄȟ ÁÓ ×Å ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ !ÒÅÁȟ Ȱ said 
Smith.     
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Marksȭ professional years have been spent nearly entirely in the field of banking.  She 
began her banking career at Elliott State Bank where she eventually became senior vice 
president. Marks currently holds the position of senior vice president in charge of retail 
banking and marketing at Jacksonville Savings Bank.  
 

Active in the Jacksonville community, Marksȭ previous leadership endeavors include co- 
chair of the Prairieland United Way campaign, president of the Business and Professional 
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ #ÈÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ *ÁÃËÓÏÎÖÉÌÌÅ !ÒÅÁ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÅÒÃÅȟ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
treasurer of the Passavant Area Hospital board of directors, member of the Jacksonville 
Regional Economic Development Corporation board of directors, and member of the 
Illinois College Steering Committee for the Higher Learning Commission Self-Study.  
Currently, she is the chair of the Jacksonville Looking for Lincoln Committee and treasurer 
of the Morgan County Historical Society.   

 

The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area is composed of the 42 counties of central Illinois 

where Lincoln spent 30 years of his adult life, preparing to become the most admired president in 

American history.  The Congress designated the National Heritage Area last year and named 

Looking for Lincoln as the management entity for the Area.  Funding for this round of wayside 

exhibits was made possible by a grant from the Department of Housing and Urban Development, 

with strong support from Illinois Senator Dick Durbin, in combination with local and private 

funding sources.  For more information on the Heritage Area and the Looking for Lincoln Story 

Trail, go to: www.lookingforlincoln.com.  
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