
July 8th Meeting a Success! 

 
What do YOU think is 
important?  

 
What would YOU like to 

see happen?  
 
What are the specific 
interests of YOUR com-
munity or organiza-
tion?  
 

This is merely the first of 

many chances for involve-

ment in public workshops 

for the management plan 

development process and 

we eagerly look forward 

to having additional future 

workshops in other com-

munities across your 

Abraham Lincoln National 

Heritage Area!   

If you are interested in host-

ing a workshop or have more 

questions, please contact us.   

info@lookingforlincoln.com  

  

 
Residents of the  
Abraham Lincoln  

National Heritage Area 
community and  

community organizations 
with an interest in the  
development of the  
management plan for the 
National Heritage Area are 
encouraged to attend any 
or all of the exciting  

workshops to help us craft 
the best management plan 
possible to submit to the 
Secretary of the Interior!  
Though the material will 
be repeated at all four of 

these workshops, we 

never turn away an eager 
and smiling face!  
 
The purpose for the  
workshops will be to  
outline the planning  
process for the  

management plan, review 
the consultant teamôs  
initial observations, and to 
hear from potential part-
ners about issues and  
opportunities.  

 

Public Workshops Begin September 21 -23! 

On July 8 at 10 AM,  
upwards of 70 ALNHA 
partners met the team of 
consultants from Heritage 
Strategies that will be as-

sisting in the development 
of the management plan 
for the Abraham Lincoln 
National Heritage Area in 
the Foundation Hall of the 
Old State Capitol in 

Springfield.  

 
For  two hours, a presen-

tation was given and ques-
tions from the attendees 
were fielded.  Attendees 
included Looking for Lin-
coln Board members, site 

managers, volunteers, and 
residents from across the 
Abraham Lincoln National 
Heritage Area  
 
The public meeting was 

viewed as a success by 

those who attended and 
they excitedly spoke about 

reaching out to involve 
more residents in the next 
series of public meetings 
that are set to take place 
in September.   

 
Discussions included the 
main themes, the federal 
requirements, and com-
munity involvement and 
engagement  in a wide 

variety of committees 

who will all help make this 
long -held dream a reality.  

Management  

Planning Schedule 
 

Round 1 ï ñScopingò  

August -September:    

Development of Goals and Objectives  

 

June -October:    

Assessing and Reporting on  

Existing Conditions and Resources  

 

October:    

Development of Strategies  

 

November:    

Public Workshops  

 

Round 2 -  Findings  

Nov 2010 - Mar 2011:    

Environmental Assessment  

 

February 2011 :    

Public Workshops and Comment  

 

Round 3 -  Alternatives  

Mar 2011 -Mar 2012:    

Management Plan Development  

 

December 2011:   

Public Workshops and Comment,  

 

Round 4 -  Management Plan  

April -  June 2012:  

PROFILE:  

MARCIA YOUNG 

2 

EXCITING TOUR  

IN  ELKHART 

2 

GRIERSON DAYS IN   

JACKSONVILLE 

2 

INVITATION  TO  

EDWARDS PLACE 

3 

GOALS FOR THE  

ALNHA 

3 

LIVING HISTORY IN   

SPRINGFIELD 

3 

PROFILE:  

VANDALIA  STATEHOUSE 

4 

Inside This Issue 

August 1, 2010 Volume 1, Issue 2 

Looking for Li ncoln News 

Looking for Lincoln News  
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  A B R A H A M  L I N C O L N  N A T I O N A L  H E R I T A G E  A R E A  

 

Workshop Dates  
 

Quincy  
Tuesday 

September 21,  7-9 PM 

 

Jacksonville  
Wednesday 

September 22,  7-9 PM 

 

Bloomington  
Thursday 

September 23, 10 AM-12 PM 

 

Decatur  
Thursday 

September 23, 7-9 PM 

 

Specific locations will  

be posted in the next news-

letter. 

mailto:info@lookingforlincoln.com


Greirson Days a Success!  

Profile: Marcia Young, Board Chairman  

Exciting Tour in Elkhart Returns...Again!  

Marcia Young is the Site 
Superintendent of the 
David Davis Mansion State 
Historic Site in Blooming-
ton, Illinois and Adjunct 

Professor of History at Illi-
nois State University.   
 
Marcia was formerly Direc-
tor of the University Muse-
ums at Illinois State Uni-
versity and has degrees in 

history from Wellesley Col-

lege (B.A.), Columbia Uni-
versity (M.A.) and Harvard 
University (Ph.D.) and has 
taught French history at 
both Illinois Wesleyan and 
Illinois State Universities.  

Her current areas of re-
search are womenôs history 
and nineteenth -century 
American cultural history.  
She is the author of several 

articles, including ñIllinois 
State University Campus,ò 
in The  Legacy :  The  Town  
of  Normal  Historical  Archi-
tecture  Survey , by Carl 
Ekberg, Ann Malone, and 
William Walters, with Jane 

Galt and Marcia Young; 

ñUsing Museums as Educa-
tional Resources.ò Illinois  
History ; ñPeter C. Duff:  
Craft as Biography.ò Mate-
rial  Culture ; ñHow Christ-
mas Came to Clover Lawn,ò 

in Christmas in Illinois , 
Jim Ballowe; and ñA Victo-
rian Christmas at Clover 
Lawn,ò in Christmas at 
Historic Houses , by 

Patricia Hart McMillan, ed.  
These last two titles are 
scheduled to be released 
this year.  
 
She is a past president of 
the Illinois Association of 

Museums and is currently 

serving on the boards of 
the Bloomington Public 
Library Foundation and 
Looking for Lincoln Heri-
tage Coalition.  

Members of the Union and 

the Confederacy participat-

ing with each other in sev-

eral period dances, a sight 

to see indeed.  

Everyone got involved in 

the festivities when The 

Springfield Long Nines and 

the Jacksonville Orphans 

played a game of baseball 

using 1850s rules and uni-

forms.  

Between all of the festivi-
ties, Abraham Lincoln took 

The Jacksonville Fifteenth 

Annual Grierson Days Cele-

bration went off without a 

hitch this year on June 

18th, 19, and 20th this 

year and featured every-

thing from a civil war en-

campment to games and 

demonstrations to a special 

Presidential Grand Ball at-

tended by President Abra-

ham Lincoln and his wife, 

Mary Todd Lincoln, where 

two Civil War re -enactors 

got married...for real!  

a moment to personally 
thank General Benjamin 
Grierson, who gave up his 
career as a music teacher 
to eventually command 

the 6th Illinois Cavalry.  

ñOf course, the contribu-

tion Grierson made to the 

Civil War, I donôt think we 

can thank him enough,ò 

Lincoln said. ñHe gave up 

his music and became of 

the greatest horsemen in 

the Civil War.ò 

Another opportunity, hope-
fully with cooler weather, 
to tour Elkhart Hill will be 
offered   
Saturday, September 25.  

 
This will be the final public 
tour of Elkhart Hill in 
2010.   The tour includes 
Elkhart and Latham ceme-
teries and will stop Captain 
Bogardus grave site, in ad-

dition to the Lincoln 
stops  included in the  July 
17 tour.      
 
Tours will depart from 

downtown Elkhart at 9:30 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Par-
ticipants will be riding in 
the Elkhart Historical Soci-
etyôs tour wagon. Reser-

vations are required. Each 
outing will last approxi-
mately 90 minutes. The 
cost is $10 for adults, 
$7.50 for seniors, and $5 
for children 12 and un-
der.   
 

Registration and September 20. 

Further information and an online, 

printable reservation form can be 

found at 

www.elkharthistoricalsociety.org   

Two groups of Lincoln and 
history enthusiasts toured 
historic Elkhart Hill on Sat-
urday, July 17, despite re-
cord -breaking heat.   The 

tour included Native Ameri-
can, pioneer, historical, and 
political sites, as well as a 
stop at the ñLooking for 
Lincoln Wayside Exhibitò 
located near the Elkhart 
cemetery was a highlight of 

the tour. This exhibit cov-
ers the Lincoln connection 
with Illinois Governor Rich-
ard J. Oglesby, who is bur-
ied in the cemetery.   
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Troops on the march in Jacksonville 

 DO YOU HAVE 

AN EVENT OR 

FESTIVAL THAT 

YOU WOULD LIKE 

LISTED HERE OR 

ON OUR 

WEBPAGE?  

 

SEND US THE 

INFORMATION! 

Marcia is the Site Superintendent of 

the David Davis Mansion State 

Historic Site  

Bob McCue on the Elkhart Hil Tour 

http://www.elkharthistoricalsociety.org/


Lincoln stops by his old law office 

and chats it up with visitors. 

For more information  

on  

ñHistory Comes Alive!ò 

Please visit 

http://www.visit -springfieldillinois.com/

historycomesalive/ 
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Goals of the ALNHA Management Plan  

 

Historic Edwards Place Event!  

Springfield Summer Alive with History  

On Friday, September 10, 
2010 from 5 to 7 PM the 
Springfield Art Association 
will be hosting a reception 
in the dining room and par-

lors of the historic Edwards 
Place.  Members of Spring-
field's history, sites, and 
tourism community, along 
with educators and journal-
ists who are  wishing to 
mingle over wine, cheese, 

and  treats created from an 
1871 cookbook are invited 
to this one -night only 
event.   
 
Feedback will be sought 
from attendees following a 

behind the scenes tour of 
the Edwards Place that the 
public does not get to see 
and a variety of new ex-
hibits and interpretations 

being developed.   
 
The tour will begin at 5:30 
and at 6:30 the new cura-
tor of collections, Erika 
Holst will present an exclu-
sive viewing of a group of 

items belonging to Stephen 
T. Logan's daughter along 
with a brief presentation 
on the social lives of Lin-
coln's friends and contem-
poraries in the mid -
nineteenth century.   

For further information  
Or 

 to RSVP by September 1, 
2010,  

please contact  
Erika Holst  

at  
collections@springfieldart.org .   

 
This should prove to be a fun 
night indeed and if you are 
reading this, then you are 

invited!  
 
 

 

 
 

700 N. 4th St.  
Springfield, IL    

 

sical performers and de-
velop programming in an 
experiential heritage tour-
ism program called, 
ñHistory Comes Alive!ò 

Interpreters from these and 
other sites across the area 
were invited to the training 
sessions provided by the 
ALNHA, through a partner-
ship with the IHPA and 
funded by the National Park 

Service.  The Springfield 
CVB, a strong partner in 

the project, has been re-
sponsible for all marketing 
activities for the project.  

The Abraham Lincoln Na-
tional Heritage Area 
(ALNHA) is coordinating a 
Springfield Demonstration 
Grant to bring History to 

life.  The Illinois Office of 
Tourism provided a grant to 
the ALNHA to fund partner 
agencies and historic sites 
such as the Lincoln Home 
National Historic Site, Old 
State Capitol, Lincoln -

Herndon Law Office, Vachel 
Lindsay Home, Governorôs 

Mansion and Presidential 
Museum.  This funding was 
used to hire actors and mu-

The ALNHA will be able to 

use these grant funds as 

matching dollars for future 

federal funding of other ac-

tivities throughout ALNHA.  

We will also share scripts 

and additional training in 

the future for other commu-

nities within the NHA that 

wish to develop their own 

Living History program with 

interpreters and storytellers 

tailored to their commu-

nityôs particular Lincoln 

story.  

periods in the growth of 
America, including Native, 
Colonial, European and 
African American heritage.  

 

We must also recognize 
and interpret the distinc-
tive role this region played 
in shaping Lincolnôs life, 
and how Abraham Lincolnôs 
life left its traces in the 
stories, folklore, buildings, 

streetscapes, and land-
scapes of the region.  
 

Finally, we must provide a 
cooperative management 
framework to foster a close 
working relationship with 

all levels of government, 

private sector, and local 
communities in the region 
in identifying, preserving, 
interpreting, and develop-
ing the historical, cultural, 
scenic, and natural re-
sources of the region for 

the educational and inspi-
rational benefit of current 
and future generations.  
 

As explained in our estab-
lishing legislation, the AL-
NHA management plan 
MUST recognize the signifi-

cant natural and cultural 

legacies of the area, pro-
mote heritage, cultural and 
recreational tourism and 
develop educational and 
cultural programs for visi-
tors and the general public.  

 

In addition, we are to rec-
ognize and interpret impor-
tant events and geographic 
locations representing key 
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IF YOU WOULD 

LIKE TO BE 

INVOLVED IN THE 

PROCESS OR 

KNOW 

SOMEONE WHO 

WOULD LIKE TO 

SHARE IN THIS 

ENDEAVOR, 

PLEASE LET US 

KNOW! 

Edwards Place  

Receiving Parlor 

Historic Edwards Place 

mailto:collections@springfieldart.org


PROFILE : VANDALIA  STATEHOUSE 

imposing building is a small 
pocket park where visitors 
can take a photo of Lincoln 

sitting with the capitol in 
the background.  

 
Vandalia was the western 
terminus of the old Na-
tional Road and the spot is 
marked by the Madonna of 
the Trails, an impressive 18 
foot statue that honors the 

pioneer women who once 
traveled the National Road 
to open the West.   
 
Across the street is the 

Fayettte County Museum, 
which houses memorabilia 

of the Lincoln -era and tells 
the story of the people of 
Fayette County.   
 
A short distance away is 
the Old State Cemetery 
established by congress in 

1823. Many of the early 
legislators are buried here.  
 
Lincoln spent his first years 

as a legislator in Vandalia 

which was the capital of 

Illinois from 1820 to 1839. 

Here began to hone his 

Vandalia  is the place 

where Lincoln officially 
started his political career 

when he was elected the 
state legislator from New 
Salem in 1834 and was the 
state capitol from 1820 to 

1839 when it was moved 
to Springfield. The vote to 
make Springfield the capi-

tal was a controversial one 
and Lincoln played an im-
portant part in that effort.  
 
The Vandalia Statehouse is 
an elegant structure in the 

federal style, which was 
built by city residents in a 
failed attempt to keep the 
capital in Vandalia.    All 
three branches of state 
government were con-

tained in this building for 

the first time in the stateôs 
history. Across from this 

skills as a legislator and 

an orator and it is here 

that his fellow legislators 

began to recognize his 

leaderships skills. The 

building is an imposing 

white -painted brick struc-

ture situated on an attrac-

tive public square in 

downtown Vandalia.  

Totally restored and ap-

propriately furnished, a 

tour of this building is a 

lesson in the early politics 

of Illinois and Lincolnôs 

place in that story.    

A proud member of the 

Looking for Lincoln Story 

Trail , Vandalia is home to 

ten spectacular wayside 

exhibits.  

Find us on the web at  
www.lookingforlincoln.com  

The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition is the management entity for the 

Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area and is dedicated to the mission of  

identifying, preserving, interpreting, and developing the historical, cultural,  

scenic, and natural resources of the region for the educational and inspirational 

benefit of current and future generations.   

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 
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ñI here had an opportunity 

better than any I had 

previously possessed of 

measuring the intellectual 

stature of Abraham Lincoln.  

He was then about twenty 

seven years old my own age 

Douglas was four years our 

junior consequently he could 

not have been over twenty 

three years old.  Yet he was a 

very ready and expert debater 

even at that early period of his 

life.  He and Lincoln were very 

frequently pitted against each 

other being of different 

politics.  They both 

commanded marked attention 

and respect.ò 

 

USHER F. LINDER ON LINCOLN, AN 
OBSERVATION ON 
ENCOUNTERING LINCOLN IN 
VANDALIA IN 1834  

Phone: 217-782-6817             E-mail: info@lookingforlincoln.com  Fax: 217-558-1512 

Looking for Lincoln  
#1 Old State Capitol Plaza  

Springfield, IL 62701  
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