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At 42 counties and more ma-

jor historic sites than most 

heritage areas, ALNHA is a 

heavyweight when it comes 

to planning challenges. It 

takes a big team to plan a big 

heritage area!  

 

Principals Peter C. Benton 

and A. Elizabeth Watson of 

Heritage Strategies, LLC, 

have planned and advised 

many National Heritage Ar-

eas across the nation, includ-

ing Iowaôs Silos and Smoke-

stacks NHA, and have 

teamed on projects since 

1995. In 2009, they formed 

Heritage Strategies, LLC, 

with principal Krista Schnei-

der, who has worked with 

both Peter and Elizabeth on 

many heritage projects. Peter 

is a preservation architect 

specializing in heritage plan-

ning and interpretation. Eliza-

beth is a regional planner 

specializing in resource stew-

ardship and civic engage-

ment. Krista is a landscape 

architect specializing in cul-

tural landscape assessment. 

Their offices are in Pennsyl-

vania and Maryland. 

 

JMA, Inc., of West Chester, 

PA, a firm consulting in all 

aspects of historic preserva-

tion that has teamed with 

Join the Planning on July 8!  

Mark Your Calendar!  

Abraham Lincoln 
National Heritage 
Areaðs Management 
Planning Begins!  
 

When the ALNHA was des-

ignated in 2008, the Looking 

for Lincoln Heritage Coali-

tion (LFL) began to work 

with the National Park Ser-

vice on this new and exciting 

program. As we begin to ex-

plore all the opportunities the 

Heritage Area can provide to 

Central Illinois, funding has 

been limited to planning pur-

poses until a management 

plan for the entire heritage 

area is completed. A team of 

consultants led by Heritage 

Strategies, LLC has now be-

gun its work with visits to 

Springfield and historic sites 

across the heritage area in 

June and July. 

 

A management plan lays the 

groundwork for future initia-

tives for stewardship, inter-

pretation, community revi-

talization, and regional link-

ages based on Abraham Lin-

colnôs connection to central 

Illinois. Not only the plan, 

but the planning process itself 

is important, needing the in-

volvement of everyone work-

ing to make the heritage area 

a success. 

 

Come meet the Heritage 

Strategies team, members of 

the LFL Board of Directors, 

and staff at an information 

meeting on Thursday, July 8 

from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

at the Old State Capitol in 

Springfield (meeting room is 

on the parking garage level) 

We hope to see you there! 

 

Please send an email to 

sblodgett@lookingforlincoln.

com for more information or 

to RSVP. 

Management Planning Schedule 

 
June-July:  

Project Initiation 

 

August:  

Public Workshops 

 

Round 1 ï ñScopingò  

August:   

Development of Goals and Objectives 

 

June-October:   

Assessing and Reporting on  

Existing Conditions and Resources  

 

October:   

Development of Strategies 

 

November:   

Public Workshops  

 

Round 2 - Findings 

Nov 2010-Mar 2011:   

Environmental Assessment 

 

February 2011:   

Public Workshops and Comment,  

 

Round 3 - Alternatives  

Mar 2011-Mar 2012:   

Management Plan Development 

 

December 2011:  

Public Workshops and Comment,  

 

Round 4 - Management Plan  

April - June 2012:   
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State of Illinois, and Kim 

Robinson, president Frontline 

Public Strategies and Front-

line Association Manage-

ment. As executive director 

of the Illinois Capitol Devel-

opment Board, Kim led the 

team that designed and built 

the Abraham Lincoln Presi-

dential Library & Museum.  

Heritage Strategies, LLC, on 

many projects (Peter is a for-

mer principal), will contrib-

ute the talents of Tom 

Scofield in community plan-

ning and Mary Hashemi in 

heritage planning. Jason R. 

Swanson, an associate profes-

sor at the University of Ken-

tucky in tourism develop-

ment, and Bradford J. White, 

a Chicago-based historic 

preservation and community 

development consultant, 

round out the ñtravelling 

team.ò 

 

The team also includes two 

Springfield-based consultants 

with strong experience in 

Lincoln projects, Kay Smith, 

formerly the Lincoln Bicen-

tennial Coordinator for the  



Partners collaborate to shape 

a plan and identify strategies 

that focus on the distinct 

qualities that make their re-

gion and communities special. 

Planning helps to set priorities 

and identify resources and 

policies needed to make the 

plan happen. 

 

In addition, LFL will become 

eligible for additional federal 

funding. Spending should 

follow the plan, so actual re-

sults will flow from decisions 

made in the planning process. 

It is not easy to predict the 

final funding flow here at the 

beginning of the process, The 

more that partners participate, 

to contribute ideas, describe 

needs, and make commit-

ments to help the entire heri-

tage area, the more successful 

we are likely to be. 

 

Looking ahead, heritage area 

resources (grant funds, staff, 

partnerships, etc.) are likely to 

be deployed in three areas: 

technical assistance and train-

ing; networking and informa-

tion-sharing; and marketing 

and promotion. 

 

 

What Will Result from the Management 

Why Do We Need a Management Plan?  
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òIT TAKES A BIG 

TEAM TO PLAN A 

BIG HERITAGE 

AREA!ó 

LFLôs first years have been a 

great success thanks to commu-

nity involvement. Two-hundred 

and fifteen interpretive waysides 

have been installed in 52 commu-

nities as part of the LFL Story 

Trail. We have linked the commu-

nities that were sites for the Lin-

coln-Douglas Debates. And we 

are doing the same for the 8th 

Judicial Circuit, Lincolnôs law 

practice for 25 years. More and 

more communities and sites are 

joining the bandwagon.  

 

Now, it is time to look toward the 

future. How does the heritage area 

grow more programs and tell  

more stories? Chronicle the evo-

lution of the areaôs landscape and 

extend these opportunities to the 

largest audience possible? Help 

revitalize and preserve our com-

munities? How does LFL as an 

organization grow partnerships to 

support these initiatives? 

 

To answer such questions, the 

heritage area concept calls for 

close collaboration among local 

and state governments and non-

profit and private sector interests. 

Here, we are fortunate as well to 

have a strong federal partner, the 

Lincoln Home National Historic . 

Site. Management planning cre-

ates the opportunity for a diverse 

range of constituents to voice a 

range of visions and perspectives 

and to shape the long-term future 

of their communities around asset

-based heritage development 



The Looking for Lincoln 

Heritage Coalition, LFL for 

short, is a consortium of Illi-

nois communities that share 

the legacy of Abraham Lin-

coln. The purpose of the coa-

lition is to tell the stories 

about Lincoln unique to each 

site and each community. But 

Lincoln history alone is not 

enough. The Lincoln stories 

must be shared in a creative 

way. So, in order to create a 

real visitor experience each 

site in the LFL program must 

offer some level of interpre-

tive programming. While fo-

cusing upon Lincoln, the coa-

lition also encompasses the 

rich history of each participat-

ing community in order to 

create a broader context for 

Lincoln and his times.  

 

The Looking for Lincoln pro-

gram makes it possible to 

extend the reach of the Abra-

ham Lincoln Presidential Li-

brary and Museum so that the 

museum exhibits in Spring-

field are just the beginning of 

the Lincoln adventure. We 

want visitors to actually go to 

the real places where Lincoln 

spent time.  

 

The Looking for Lincoln 

Heritage Coalition helps com-

munities and enhance existing 

Lincoln sites or create new 

sites and programs. Once 

those sites are "visitor-ready," 

the coalition provides market-

ing support. 

sources that, when linked 

together, tell a unique story 

about our country.  

 

 

For more information on  

National Heritage Areas, 

please visit: 

 

National Heritage Areas are 

designated by Congress. Each 

is governed by separate au-

thorizing legislation and oper-

ates under provisions unique 

to its resources and desired 

goals. For an area to be con-

sidered for designation, the 

landscape must have nation-

ally distinctive natural, cul-

tural, historic, and scenic re-

What is the Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition  

What Is a National Heritage Area?  

What is the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area?  

The only Heritage Area 

named for an American Presi-

dent, it is home to unique 

American history surrounding 

Americaôs most revered Presi-

dent. It focuses on the 30 

years Lincoln lived in central 

Illinois, raising his family and 

pursuing his passion for the 

law and politics. 

 

During this time, we now 

know he was unwittingly pre-

paring himself to become the 

President who would hold the 

Nation together during a time 

of unprecedented challenges, 

that of a Civil War, requiring 

enormous courage to save the 

Union and bind its wounds, 

while trying to cleanse the 

scourge of slavery from our 

national culture. He was ulti-

mately successful in his ob-

jective but gave his ñlast, full 

measure of devotionò at 

Fordôs Theatre in 1865. We 

now believe his was a journey 

to immortality.  

The Abraham Lincoln Na-

tional Heritage Area was en-

acted by the Congress and 

signed by the President on 

May 10, 2008. The legislation 

designates the Looking for 

Lincoln Heritage Coalition, a 

nonprofit 501c3 corporation, 

to manage the Heritage Area. 

Both the Coalition and Na-

tional Heritage Area cover the 

same 42 counties of central 

Illinois and share a mission to 

preserve, interpret and pro-

mote the heritage and culture 

of the area, in the context of 

Abraham Lincolnôs life in 

Illinois.  
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ñTHE ONLY 

HERITAGE AREA 

NAMED FOR AN 

AMERICAN 

PRESIDENTéò 

 

 
 

 

Looking for Lincoln has 

placed  215 wayside  

exhibits in 52 communi-

ties to date! 

The Counties of the  

Abraham Lincoln  

National Heritage Area 
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Business Manager  
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Project Director  
 
Dr. Marcia Young  
Board Chairman  

 

 

Phone: 217-782-6817 

Fax: 217-558-1512 

E-mail: info@lookingforlincoln.com 

Find us on the web at 
www.lookingforlincoln.com  

The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition is the management agency 

for the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area and is dedicated to the 

mission of identifying, preserving, interpreting, and developing the his-

torical, cultural, scenic, and natural resources of the region for the edu-

cational and inspirational benefit of current and future generations.   
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EVERY MAN IS SAID 

TO HAVE HIS 

PECULIAR AMBITION. 

WHETHER IT BE TRUE 

OR NOT, I CAN SAY 

FOR ONE THAT I HAVE 

NO OTHER SO GREAT 

AS THAT OF BEING 

TRULY ESTEEMED OF 

MY FELLOW MEN, BY 

RENDERING MYSELF 

WORTHY OF THEIR 

ESTEEM. HOW FAR I 

SHALL SUCCEED IN 

GRATIFYING THIS 

AMBITION, IS YET TO 

BE DEVELOPED. 

 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN  

MARCH 9, 1832 


