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What is the Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition?  

The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition (LFLHC) is a consortium of central Illinois historic sites that 
share the legacy ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ōȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ   ¢ƘŜ [C[I/ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
operational historic sites and helps communities improve existing sites or, in some cases, even develop new sites.  
In addition to this mandate, the LFLHC oversees the development and integration of the counties incorporated 
under the banner of the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage area.  These counties include: Adams, Brown, Calhoun, 
Cass, Champaign, Christian, Clark, Coles, Cumberland, DeWitt, Douglas, Edgar, Fayette, Fulton, Greene, Hancock, 
Henderson, Jersey, Knox, LaSalle, Logan, McLean, McDonough, Macon, Macoupin, Madison, Mason, Menard, 
Montgomery, Morgan, Moultrie, Peoria, Piatt, Pike, Sangamon, Schuyler, Scott, Shelby, Tazewell, Vermilion, 
Warren and Woodford Counties.   

The driving impetus for the LFLHC are the history and individual stories ς stories that provide context to 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ - stories that teach - stories that are rich in detail, evocative and colorful ς unique stories that build 
connections and set the stage for a better understanding of Lincoln, his friends, his family, his world.  As important 
as it is to call attention to specific places where Lincoln was known to have been, this program is much more than 
ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎΣ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀ ǎǇƻǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ άǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ   

²Ŝ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ǎȅƴŜǊƎƛǎǘƛŎ Ŧranchise, we strive to maintain a certain 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ άǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎes, which include 
ways to obtain information and ancillary business that will capture economic impact for the local community. 

Lƴ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [C[I/Σ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƪŜȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
considered: 

ü The stories and history that make the site unique. 
ü The resources that currently exist to interpret those stories. 
ü Potential for creating an interpreted experience where none exists. 
ü The existing community support for this project. 
ü The ancillary amenities that your community can offer visitors 
ü The benefits that could accrue by your participation in this program.  
ü ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ  

 

VG@S HR @ ºUHRHSNQ DWODQHDMBD>» 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƛŦ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ άǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ  tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀ 
vacationing family of four ς mom, dad, a seven-year-old boy and a nine-year-ƻƭŘ ƎƛǊƭΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŦƻǊ 
several hours.  They are looking for a historic site that offers an interesting, fun, but educational experience.  They 
want to learn a little something about Lincoln, but they also want to be entertained.  They might like to talk to a 
guide or a docent that could share special stories about the site or answer questions that they might have.  
Obviously, they want to be sure that the site they read about in their brochure is consistently open and available 
for tours.  It would be an added benefit if there was a place nearby to pick up a souvenir, maybe buy lunch or a soft 
drink, or pick up some postcards to send home.  A good visitor experience means that they will walk away satisfied 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴέ ǎƛǘŜΦ  ! ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [C[I/ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ 
this family.  We want to ensure that each stop provides a good value to the visiting public through a quality 
experience and exceptional customer service. 
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History of Looking for Lincoln  

 

Lincoln lived in Central Illinois for 30 years. His career as a lawyer and politician took him to many 
communities throughout the state, but particularly within the central Illinois area where he often traveled the 
Eight Judicial Circuit.  The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition (LFL) was created to tell stories about Lincoln, 
about his relationships both political and personal and about the environment that shaped an eventual president.   

LFL is a consortium of Illinois communities and sites with a common Lincoln history.  Currently, LFL 
represents 17 communities and over 30 historic sites each with its own unique story to tell.  Beyond promoting 
existing Lincoln sites, LFL also works to help communities develop new interpretive opportunities and fine ways to 
take a fresh approach to Lincoln history.   

The Coalition was also created to support the new Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum by providing 
visitors to the museum information that would encourage them to extend their Lincoln experience to the real 
places where Lincoln lived and traveled.  The museum programs and exhibits create the interest and provide the 
background about Lincoln. The Looking for Lincoln program takes visitors to all of the places in Illinois that can add 
pieces to the Lincoln story. 

In Springfield visitors can tour the only home that Lincoln ever owned, walk from his law office on the 
square to an old capitol building where many of the highlights of his legal and political career took place; or stand 
at the depot where he stood as he bid farewell to his friends and then left for Washington; or pay respects to 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ¢ƻƳō ƛƴ hŀƪ wƛŘƎe Cemetery.   

From Springfield it is a short drive to New Salem where Lincoln began his life as political figure and 
learned the law; or to Mt. Pulaski where he practiced on the 8

th
 Judicial Circuit; or to Bloomington where his 

mentor and political ally David Davis lived; or to Charleston to the farm once owned by his father; or from there to 
±ŀƴŘŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜƎŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
places that made their impact on Lincoln.  Each place has a different story to tell and each story will help complete 
ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ {ǘƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƛƭΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ 
series of wayside exhibits or storyboards scattered throughout communities in central Illinois.  Linked by a 
common graphic identity, each wayside tells a story about Lincoln unique to that place.   When the program was 
completed in the summer of 2009, there will be over 200 of these wayside exhibits spread throughout 24 counties, 
when the last of them are installed in the Spring of 2010.   

In May of 2008, Congress passed and the President signed into law, a measure that created the Abraham 
Lincoln National Heritage Area and designated the Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition as the management 
entity.  The coalition will begin by preparing a management plan for approval by the National Park Service.  Please 
consult www.lookingforlincoln.com for further information or feel free to contact us directly using the information 
found on the last page of this packet. 

http://www.lookingforlincoln.com/
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The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area  

The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area was enacted by the Congress and signed by the 
President on May 10, 2008, following the hard work and dedication of US Senator Dick Durbin and the 
entire Illinois delegation.  The legislation designates the Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition, a nonprofit 
501c3 corporation, to manage the Heritage Area.  Both the Coalition and National Heritage Area cover the 
same 42 counties of central Illinois and share a mission to preserve, interpret and promote the heritage 
ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ  They seek to inform and 
educate, develop and interpret visitor-ready sites, create living history experiences, chronicle the 
ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ    

The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area, the only Heritage Area named for an American 
PresiŘŜƴǘΣ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜǾŜǊŜŘ 
President.  It is most closely focused on the 30 years Lincoln lived in central Illinois, raising his family and 
pursuing his passion for the law and politics.  During this time, we now know he was unwittingly preparing 
himself to become the President who would hold the Nation together during a time of unprecedented 
challenges, that of a Civil War, requiring enormous courage to save the Union and bind its wounds, while 
trying to cleanse the scourge of slavery from our national culture.  He was ultimately successful in his 
ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ōǳǘ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ άƭŀǎǘΣ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴέ ŀǘ CƻǊŘΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƛƴ мусрΦ  We now believe his was 
a journey to immortality.    

 

Counties included are: Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Cass, Champaign, Christian, Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
DeWitt, Douglas, Edgar, Fayette, Fulton, Greene, Hancock, Henderson, Jersey, Knox, LaSalle, Logan, 

McLean, McDonough, Macon, Macoupin, Madison, Mason, Menard, Montgomery, Morgan, Moultrie, 
Peoria, Piatt, Pike, Sangamon, Schuyler, Scott, Shelby, Tazewell, Vermilion, Warren and Woodford 

Counties.   
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What has Looking for Lincoln accomplished?  

 

Since its incorporation in 1998, Looking for Lincoln has: 

¶ Created a management entity 

¶ Compiled a database of historical research 

¶ Helped to establish local working groups and committees in each participating community. 

¶ Created a complete interpretive plan which includes: 

o An LFL program implementation manual 

o Historical and tourism criteria 

o A graphic identity including logo design and standards 

o An exhibit design program 

¶ Written a business plan  

¶ Created a demonstration project to showcase the exhibit program 

¶ Advised on a wide variety of specific community projects 

¶ Sponsored and coordinated multiple strategic community-planning efforts 

¶ Produced a project map and web site: www.lookingforlincoln.com 

o Website features regular updates including upcoming information regarding the Rubbing 
Collection Kit and Wayside Exhibit Locations 

¶ Produced a series of pamphlets detailing area sites and events 

 
A number of successful projects have resulted since that time from the partnership of the coalition and its 

participating communities.  For example: 

¶ The City of Charleston created a new debate museum on a site that was previously identified only by a 
small marker 

¶ The cities of Decatur and Lincoln commissioned a video production company to produce a film that tells 
the Lincoln history of Macon and Logan counties and can be used as the foundation for further projects.  

¶ The City of Lincoln built the first official Looking for Lincoln sanctioned interpretive exhibit, which tells the 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊƳŜƭƻƴΦ 

¶ The City of Decatur is currently raising funds to rebuild the Lincoln Homestead.  

¶ The City of Mt. Pulaski moved and expanded their local history museum and added a sanctioned Looking 
for Lincoln exhibit.  They also recently unveiled a wall mural that further illustratŜǎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
Mt. Pulaski 

¶ The City of Vandalia created a pocket park in a previously blighted area, which includes a life sculpture of 
Lincoln, showing him as he looked when he served there in the legislature. 

¶ The David Davis Mansion in Bloomington has refocused part of their interpretive programming to include 
5ŀǾƛŘ 5ŀǾƛǎΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

http://www.lookingforlincoln.com/
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¶ The City of Springfield has fully integrated a series of sanctioned [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIŜǊŜ L 
ƘŀǾŜ [ƛǾŜŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ are scattered throughout the downtown area and tell the story of Springfield as it was 
when Lincoln walked those same streets. The exhibit plans will eventually be available to all participating 
communities at cost. 

¶ Springfield also commissioned a four- piece life sculpture of the Lincoln family, which serve as the focal 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άIŜǊŜ L ƘŀǾŜ [ƛǾŜŘέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ, placed between the Lincoln-Herndon Law Office and the Old 
State Capitol. 

 

Recent Accomplishments  

¶ Facilitated the sesquicentennial celebration of the Lincoln-Douglas debates in 2008.  

¶ The Looking for Lincoln Coalition has produced several Bicentennial Celebration events  
including: 

o Illinois Symphony Orchestra Bicentennial Concert. 
o The Bicentennial Farewell Address, attended by more than 3000 students. 
o Abraham Lincoln Candlelight Parade. 
o Sponsored a global online essay competition: 

 

  

¶ Facilitated the final development of the Lincoln Story Trail. 

¶ Final completion of Wayside Exhibits in Spring of 2009, with final installations taking place by the 
Spring/Summer of 2010, with 210 exhibits in 50 communities. 

¶ Development of tour hubs in central Illinois. 

¶ Completion of National Heritage Area Feasibility Study. 

¶ Creation of National Heritage Area by Act of the US Congress. 

¶ tǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ 9ƛƎƘǘƘ WǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘΦ 
 

Cu rrent Projects:  

¶ Currently developing a management plan to oversee the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area. 
o Following the implementation of the Management Plan, we also plan to both develop and 

implement a Marketing Plan and a Sustainability Plan. 

 


