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What is the Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition?

The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition (LFLHC) is a consortium of central lllinois historic sites that
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operational historic sites and helps communities improve existing sites or, in some cases, even develop new sites.

In addition to this mandate, the LFLHZsees the development and integration of the counties incorporated

under the banner of the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage area. These counties idiadies, Brown, Calhoun,

Cass, Champaign, Christian, Clark, Coles, Cumberland, DeWitt, Douglas, Edgar, Fayette, Fulton, Greene, Hancock,
Henderson, Jersey, Knox, LaSalle, Logan, McLean, McDonough, Macon, Macoupin, Madison, Mason, Menard,
Montgomery, MorganMoultrie, Peoria, Piatt, Pike, Sangamon, Schuyler, Scott, Shelby, Tazewell, Vermilion,

Warren and Woodford Counties.

The driving impetus for the LFLHC are the history and individual stostesies that provide context to
[ Ay O2 fsfofies thdttdaghSstories that are rich in detail, evocative and colodulnique stories that build
connections and set the stage for a better understanding of Lincoln, his friends, his family, his world. As important
as it is to call attention to specific placebere Lincoln was known to have been, this program is much more than
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ways to obtain information and ancillary business that will capture economic impact for the local community.
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considered:

U  The storis and history that make the site unique.

U  The resources that currently exist to interpret those stories.

U  Potential for creating an interpreted experience where none exists.

U  The existing community support for this project.

0  The ancillary amenities that youommunity can offer visitors

U The benefits that could accrue by your participation in this program.
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several hours. They are looking for a historic site that offers an interesting, fun, bdtezhat experience. They
want to learn a little something about Lincoln, but they also want to be entertained. They might like to talk to a
guide or a docent that could share special stories about the site or answer questions that they might have.

Obviausly, they want to be sure that the site they read about in their brochure is consistently open and available

for tours. It would be an added benefit if there was a place nearby to pick up a souvenir, maybe buy lunch or a soft

drink, or pick up some posteds to send home. A good visitor experience means that they will walk away satisfied
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this family. We want to ensure that each stop pd®s a good value to the visiting public through a quality

experience and exceptional customer service.
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History of Looking for Lincoln

Lincoln lived in Central lllinois for 30 years. His career as a lawyer and politician took him to many
communities througout the state, but particularly within the central Illinois area where he often traveled the
Eight Judicial Circuit. The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition (LFL) was created to tell stories about Lincoln,
about his relationships both political andgenal and about the environment that shaped an eventual president.

LFL is a consortium of Illinois communities and sites with a common Lincoln history. Currently, LFL
represents 17 communities and over 30 historic sites each with its own unique ettel.t Beyond promoting
existing Lincoln sites, LFL also works to help communities develop new interpretive opportunities and fine ways to
take a fresh approach to Lincoln history.

The Coalition was also created to support the new Abraham LincolrdBngisii Museum by providing
visitors to the museum information that would encourage them to extend their Lincoln experience to the real
places where Lincolived and traveled The museum programs and exhibits create the interest and provide the
backgrounl about Lincoln. The Looking for Lincoln program takes visitors to all of the places in lllinois that can add
pieces to the Lincoln story.

In Springfield visitors can tour the only home that Lincoln ever owned, walk from his law office on the
square to arold capitol building where many of the highlights of his legal and political career took place; or stand
at the depot where he stood as he bid farewell to his friends and then left for Washington; or pay respects to
[AyO2fyQa YSY2NE EkQemétégnda ¢2Y0 AY hl ]l wARS3

From Springfield it is a short drive to New Salem where Lincoln began his life as political figure and
learned the law; or to Mt. Pulaski where he practiced on tfiel8dicial Circuit; or to Bloomington where his
mentor and political ally Dad Davis lived; or to Charleston to the farm once owned by his father; or from there to
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places that made their impact on Lincoln. Ealgte has a different story to tell and each story will help complete
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series of wayside exhibits orasy/boards scattered throughout communities in central lllinois. Linked by a
common graphic identity, each wayside tells a story about Lincoln unique to that place. When the pn@gram
completed in the summer of 2009, there will be over 200 of these idaysxhibits spread throughout 24 countjes
when the last of them are installed in the Spring of 2010

In May of 2008, Congress passed and the President signed into law, a measure that created the Abraham
Lincoln National Heritage Area and designated the Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition as the management
entity. The coalition will begin by preparing a management plan for approval by the National Park Jeleacse.
consultwww.lookingforlincoln.confor further information or feel free to contact us directlging the information
found on the last page of this packet.
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The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area

The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area was enacted by the Congress and signed by the
President on May 10, 200&llowing the hard work andedication of US Senator Dick Durbin and the
entire lllinois delegationThe legislation designates the Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition, a nonprofit
501c3 corporation, to manage the Heritage Ar&uoth the Coalition and National Heritage Area aabe
same 42 counties of central lllinois and share a mission to preserve, interpret and promote the heritage
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educate, develop and interpret visitoeady sites, create living history experiences, chronicle the
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The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area, the only Heritage Area named for an American
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President. It is most closely focused on the 30 years Lincoln lived in central lllinois, raising his family and
pursuing his passion for the law and politi@uring this time, we now know he was unwittingly preparing
himself to become the President who would hold the Nation together during a time of unprecedented
challenges, that of a Civil War, requiring enormous courage to save the Union and bind itsywhitel
trying to cleanse the scourge of slavery from our national cultlite.was ultimately successful in his
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a journey to immortality.
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Counties included areAdams, Brown, Calhoun, Cass, Champaign, Christian, Clark, Coles, Cumberland,
DeWitt, Douglas, Edgar, Fayette, Fulton, Greene, Hancock, Henderson, Jersey, Knox, LaSalle, Logan,
McLean, McDonough, Macon, Macoupin, Madison, Mason, Miridontgomery, Morgan, Moultrie,
Peoria, Piatt, Pike, Sangamon, Schuyler, Scott, Shelby, Tazewell, Vermilion, Warren and Woodford
Counties.
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What has Looking for Lincoln accomplished?

Since its incorporation in 1998, Looking for Lincoln has:
1 Created ananagement entity

1 Compiled a database of historical research
1 Helped to establish local working groups and committees in each participating community.
1 Created a complete interpretive plan which includes:

0 An LFL program implementation manual

o Historical anddurism criteria

o A graphic identity including logo design and standards

0 An exhibit design program

Written a business plan

Created a demonstration project to showcase the exhibit program
Advised on avide variety of specific community projects

Sponsored andoordinatedmultiple strategic communityplanning efforts
Produced a project map and web siteww.lookingforlincoln.com

0 Website features regular updates including upcoming information regarding the Rubbing
Qollection Kit and Wayside Exhibit Locations
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1 Produced a series of pamphlets detailing area sites and events

A number of successful projects have resuls@tte that timefrom the partnership of the coalition and its
participating communities. For example:

1 The City of Charleston created a new debate museum on a site that was previously identified only by a
small marker

1 The cities of Decatur and Lincoln commissioned a video production company to produce a film that tells
the Lincoln history of Macon and Lageounties and can be used as the foundation for further projects.

1 The City of Lincoln built the first official Looking for Lincoln sanctioned interpretive exhibit, which tells the
AU2NE 2F [AyO2fyQa OKNRAGSYAy3a 2F GKS /AG& gAGK | ¢

1 The City oDecatur is currently raising funds to rebuild the Lincoln Homestead.

1 The City of Mt. Pulaski moved and expanded their local history museum and added a sanctioned Looking

for Lincoln exhibit. They also recently unveiled a wall mural that further illitiat [ Ay O2f yQa O2yyS
Mt. Pulaski

1 The City of Vandalia created a pocket park in a previously blighted area, which includes a life sculpture of
Lincoln, showing him as he looked when he served there in the legislature.

1 The David Davis Mansion in Bloogtion has refocused part of their interpretive programming to include
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f  The City of Springfieldas fullyintegrateda series of sanctiondd 2 2 { Ay 3 F2NJ [ AyO2fy SEKA
K @S [ A CefeRoatered titrdughdut the downtown area and tell the story of Springfield as it was
when Lincoln walked those same streets. The exhibit plans will eventually be available to appgtartci
communities at cost.

1 Springfieldalso commissioned a foupiece life sculpture of the Lincoln famityhich serve as the focal
LRAYG 2F GKS a1 SNPlaced bétweenShe Linc@HeiRdon LaM®fitéldandthe Old
State Capitol

Recent Accomplishments

Facilitated the sesquicentennie¢lebration of the Lincokbouglas debates in 2008.
The Looking for Lincoln Coalitibasproducedseveral Bicentennial Celebration evel
including:

o lllinois Symphony Orchestra Bicentennial Concert.

0 The Bicentennial Farewell Address, attended by ntbae 3000 students.

o Abraham Lincoln Candlelight Parade

0 Sponsored globalonline essay competition:
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Facilitated the final development of the Lincoln Story Trail.

Final completion of Waysid Exhibitsin Spring of 2009, with final installations takingage by the
SpringSummerof 201Q with 210 exhibits in 56ommunities.

Development of tour hubs in central lllinois.

Completion of National Heritage Area Feasibility Study.

Creation of National Heritage Area by Act of the US Congress.
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Cu rrent Projects:

1 Currently developing a management plan to oversee the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area.
o Following the implementation of the Management Plan, we also plan to both develop and
implement a Marketing Plan and a Sustainability Plan.



